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Its been a busy time for us,THS at Quex Park
again, which was once again very enjoyable.
Then we went on to steward the THS at Ludham in
norfolk, but we only got as far as Norwich when
our engine tried to escape ,so we had to have a
ride on a recovery lorry to Ludham, and another
one home. the problem was the top engine mount
sheared its bolts, and the engine moved forward
on to the radiator.
all better now.

Bryan
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Chairman’s Chat
I hope you’ve all had a good summer and been able to enjoy your units whether that be on a great
expedition with our new freedom or maybe staying local to home and being out and about again.
Lynne and I have been on the stand at the Peterborough show where we have been able to chat with
many members some of whom didn’t understand special interest groups or temporary holiday sites. I
think at this point it would also be fitting to thank Kathy and Bryan Giles for managing the club stand for
many years as they are now giving others the opportunity to take it forward.
I must admit I have stayed fairly local over the summer, stewarding at Shardlow Marina, supporting
the stewards at Peak Rail, attending East Mids lovely site at Lyndon Top (Rutland Water) and stewarding
at Stow in the Wold THS.
While I was at Stow, I was asked by one of the campers what was involved in stewarding and so I gave
them my view.
Midland stewards are given a pack before the meet with all the basics in such as insurance certificate, booking in forms and road signs etc.
The steward would contact the site before the meet to check everything was still ok. The steward would arrive early and pitch, they would put
out signs for water, chemical disposal point and road signs. As the campers arrive the steward would welcome them and check membership
cards are valid, collect the fees and site the campers. There would likely be a coffee morning on the last day as a way of the campers saying
thank you to the stewards and the closing time confirmed. When the campers have left, the site is checked and all signs removed and to top
it off their camping is free for the meet.
There may be socials mainly in the evenings that the stewards or a member of the area committee would organise as a way of getting together
and having a good time.
Different areas support stewards in different ways but fundamentally they have support either by co stewards or the committee.
The camper who asked me about stewarding put their name down to steward for us next year.
One of the best things I get out of stewarding is meeting the campers and being able to have a good chin wag (to the point that sometimes a
search party is sent out at mealtimes to get me).
It’s a great way of joining in so if you fancy supporting a steward or have a go contact your local area rep on the contacts page or me direct it
could be a good step into the world of MCS meets.
All the best

Colin Lang
M.C.S. Chairman
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We also offer the following additional services:

• Calendars • Brochures • Leaflets • POS • Directories
• Stationery • Complete design & print service
Please contact sales for further information
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President’s Thoughts
Hi there,
I hope you have all had a good summer with plenty of camping. I know the section has been out there organising meets and
temporary holiday sites (THS). I have been stewarding one or two and I have heard from friends all over the country how
they have managed to get out and the joy from meeting old friends and new in congenial surroundings.
As a member of Midland Area who organised a THS at Stow on the Wold, I helped stewarding there for the second 10 days.
It was great to meet members who had been there in year before who popped in for a few days then stayed a while longer
and those who stayed for an overnight on their way to holiday or going home after a time away. There were also previous
stewards who came from other areas who it was lovely to catch up with
and, in my case have time away from the site enjoying visits to Moreton and
surrounding area. Some of you will remember Ruth Randall, one such steward
and a good friend who kindly fetched my paper for me every morning and
who helped me escape for a lunch and some shopping on one of my days off.
Now it is autumnal and we can enjoy the trees changing colour, walking through
woods and across fields and, of course the thing men like most, retail therapy.
Ruth gave me the idea of doing a little Christmas present shopping, talking of
which we all have the joy of Christmas to look forward to with parties and meals
and all the extras we eat but know we shouldn’t but enjoy anyway.
Hope you all have a busy and happy season continue to camp and enjoy
meeting likeminded folk. A little early but Happy Christmas and still looking
forward to getting out there next year.

Edith

TRUST US TO BE

RECOMMENDED
BY FRIENDS
WITH 8/10 MEMBERS CHOOSING TO RENEW THEIR INSURANCE

POLICIES, ISN’T IT TIME YOU GAVE US A TRY?

0800 975 0817

CLUBCAREINSURANCE.COM

Club Care Insurance Services is a trading name licensed to Vantage Insurance Services Limited (“VISL”) by The Camping and Caravanning Club. VISL is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority (FCA No 311541) and acts on behalf of Insurers who have authorised VISL to issue and administer your policy.
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Around Your Areas and Groups

Devon and Cornwall...

Today is an ideal day to look back on a very successful and
busy summer. It is raining, the first drop of proper rain we
have had here in Devon for several weeks. This brings to
an end the hot spell of early September, too short!!! We
had mixed weather over June, July and August, but it was
lovely to be back out in our motorhomes on the open road
meeting up with friends at various meets, although we were
still observing the required Covid-19 restrictions. I think the
phrase “where there’s a will, there’s a way” comes to mind.
From Thursday 10th to Sunday 13th June 29 units attended
the meet at Carylon Bay Camping Park, St Austell. This
meet was taking place during the G7 conference and Barry
captured on video and in photo, the Duke & Duchess of
Cambridge coming to a field across the road and taking off
in a helicopter, after visiting the Eden Project nearby.
This meet had a Pirate Theme and was stewarded by Pirates
Terror Tony and Scurvy Sue and they report:- “After a very
wet and misty start on the Thursday the weather improved
greatly for the rest of the weekend. There were daily games,
Spin parrot Nell, to win a prize, find the Treasure on the
Treasure Map and also Pirate Bingo!!! Saturday afternoon,
Pirate Games! Pass the Parcel, with nautical questions to be
correctly answered before removing any of the wrapping
and, a team quiz. We had to man the ramparts as Calico
Jake was invading our Carylon Bay stronghold! Manfully
our pirates sent the cannons across the “stretch of water”
to obliterate this pesky varmint. Our stronghold was finally
saved by our two most stalwart pirates, Anne Barons and Pat
Carter! They scored the most hits and sent Calico Jake to
Davy Jones Locker!
We ended with the Best Pirate and/or Pirate Van competition
judged by Jan Bowles and Peter Barons. Barry Quick was
the winner of the Best Pirate looking most resplendent;
whilst Sharon and Nigel took the prize for the best van. The
“rigging” was excellent, we expected, any minute, to see
Sharon shinning up the rigging to adjust the main brace!
Worthy runner ups were Heather and Chris, Heather was
a beautiful Mermaid swimming around the “galleon” while
Chris was a fantastic figurehead on their “galleon”! Other
prize winners were Jonathan, Pirate Quiz, Geoff found the
Pirate Treasure and Jean won the Bingo! Thanks to everyone
who came to Carylon Bay and made it a super rally.”
Our Temporary Holiday Site was held at Exmouth between
Thursday 24th June and Thursday 8th July, and once again
this was very successful. It was organised by Roger
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Russell who reports:- “Due to the co-ordination of a team
of volunteers drawn from the Devon and Cornwall Motor
Caravan Section we were able to provide 840 camping
nights at the Exmouth Rugby Football Ground.
Despite the Covid restrictions remaining in place we
were able to protect the stewards by the introduction of a
transparent screen and campers reduced to one entering
the porch awning and the wearing of face coverings. Also we
were unable to provide showers and the ongoing shortage
of LPG meant we were not able to provide a stock on site this
year. I am grateful to all those who gave their time to this
venture, thank you all.” Next year’s THS has been booked at
Exmouth RFC from Thursday 23rd June to Thursday 7th July
2022. Booking Forms will be available in January 2022.
The meet between Thursday 15th to Monday 19th July was
at Ivybridge Rugby Club South Devon with 18 motorhomes
attending, stewarded by Brian. This took place on a
very warm weekend which allowed for a lot of outdoor

socialising; luckily the trees on one side provided some
shade. This site was on the outskirts of the town of Ivybridge
with its shops and amenities. Members took advantage of
the National Cycle Route No. 2 which was very close by and
also walked up to Western Beacon on Dartmoor which was
visible from the site. Others walked beside the River Erme
on the Erme Valley Trail. Saturday afternoon Phil organised
the energetic members into playing cricket. The rest of us
sat in the shade and encouraged them.
We were not so lucky with the weather at the next meet as it
was showery, but this didn’t stop us from enjoying ourselves.
Shirley stewarded the meet between Monday 26th July to
Thursday 29th July at Minehead Rugby Club, attended by
23 units. The site is on the edge of Minehead within easy
walking distance of the town and the beach. Members took
rides on the open top bus along the coast with spectacular
views of the Bristol Channel to the seaside town of Lynmouth

with its connection to Lynton by cliff railway; coastal walking
to Dunster; took the bus to Watchet and visited the West
Somerset Steam Railway.
The meet between Monday 16th August to Thursday 19th
August was at Green Acres Caravan Park, Weston Super
Mare, stewarded by Jonathon and June who report:“17 vans made their way to the top of Somerset to the sunny
sea side town that’s known for its large beach and long pier
and the tide coming in twice a year, sorry day!! Despite the
site looking a bit rough at the entrance there was a large area
of grass to park on and hook ups for all. The facilities were
well maintained by the owners. Yes it was a bit overcast and
yes it was a bit windy during the week. But much merriment
was made by all. People disappeared into the town to take
in the ambience. In fact one owner disappeared into town for
so long we thought he was not going to come back. Other
members walked and cycled the length of the beach. Use
was made of public transport to go to Wells. A skittle match
took place on Tuesday which was won by June. We had a
small gathering Wednesday night as people were off to the
Malvern Hills caravan and motorhome show on Thursday
morning. The raffle was drawn then with most families going
home with prizes.
Everybody dispersed Thursday morning, once we unlocked
the gate, to their next destination. It was lovely to see old and
new friends.”

Future Meets:
Please note a space must be reserved at least 3 days
before the start of the ordinary meets by emailing
devonandcornwallmcs@hotmail.com or telephoning June on
07875322059 or myself on 07707029489. The Dinner and
Dance must be booked by Saturday 13th November 2021.
Thursday 30th September to Sunday 3rd October 2021
– Camping Caradon Touring Park, Trelawne Looe, SE
Cornwall PL13 2NA. This campsite is up in the hills above
Looe and Polperro and there is a regular bus service giving
you access to these seaside towns and onto Liskeard. There
is walking on the South West Coast path nearby.
Thursday 14th October to Sunday 17th October 2021
– Treloan Coastal Holiday Park, Treloan Lane, Gerrans,
Portscatho, near Truro TR2 5EF. This campsite is based on
the Roselands Peninsular in South Cornwall. St Mawes with
its castle and ferry to Falmouth; Truro and St Just in Roseland
are closeby, as well as the South West Coast Path.
Friday 29th October – Sunday 31st October 2021 –
Cheddar Bridge Touring Park, Cheddar. This is an adult
only site situated on the outskirts of Cheddar with its visitor
attractions and bus service to Wells in one direction and
Weston Super Mare the other. If you are interested in
attending this meet please contact June asap.
Friday 26th November to Sunday 28th November 2021 – An
end of season Dinner and Dance has been arranged to take
place at Riverside Caravan and Camping Park, South Molton,
EX36 3HQ then. Full details and a booking form are now
available on our website. The fee of £90 is for 1 unit with 2
people; camping on Friday and Saturday nights; A Carvery
Dinner and Dancing to a live band is on the Saturday
evening. Please request a different price for 1 person or
more than 2.

Rose
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East Midlands
Hello and welcome to the East Midlands Area.
We have had a couple of meets. It seems strange that we can
not have proper coffee mornings and raffles.
The Holding Stables, Wilmcote, Stratford upon Avon
9th – 11th July
We arrived in warm weather to be greeted by our stewards
Sue &Colin.
We were pitched with a lovely view over the equestrian
centre and soon had our chairs out.
It was a shame as only 9 units were booked in, but it was
good to see new people as well as old friends.
We were invited to take our chairs to Colin & Sue’s van for
the evening and a lot of people took up this offer to socialise
in the evening sun.
Saturday dawned, and another nice day and we walked into
Wilmcote past Mary Ardens House {Shakespears Mothers}
which was unfortunately still closed, to the station and caught
the train into stratford and had a great time browsing the
shops and ended up in the local Wetherspoons for lunch.
Saturday evening was open invitation to socialise and it was
lovely sitting listening to all the different bird songs which we
could not identify.
Sunday dawned and we took our own coffee to the stewards
and listened to the answers to the quiz, needless say we
failed miserably!!

Thank you to Colin & Sue who stepped in at the last minute
to steward this meet. We had a lovely time.
Lyndon Top, Rutland Water
23rd - 25th July
We arrived to be greeted by our stewards Ian, Jan, Dianne &
Dave. Not forgetting the dogs Teddy & Fraser.
It was a free and easy weekend.
It was lovely to meet up with friends old and new.
Saturday morning we walked along the waters edge into
various bird hides. In the third we saw the Ospreys on their
nest.
The Rutland water was flooded in 1975 after a dam was
erected and a couple of villages were left under water.
Saturday afternoon we had coffee or tea (brought by
ourselves) and cake supplied by Dianne. Where we all sang
Happy Birthday to Edith Lang.
Sunday morning we had a bring your own coffee or tea.
Where Ian gave out notices of future meets, the results of the
van quiz were given out. Winners of the logo quiz was won
by ourselves. The drawing of Boris the bird was won by a
draw by Richard and Lynn.
The meet finished at 2pm. Thank you for a lovely weekend
Ian, Jan, Dianne & Dave. Not forgetting Teddy and Fraser
Sue & Colin

Future Meets:
15th – 17th October
Collingham Cricket club.
Barry & Doddie
07453 864464
26th T0 28th November
Copt Oak Memorial hall
Festive Meet
Richard /Maria
07989 756705
Please come and join us you are all
welcome.
Hopefully we can hold raffles again
soon.

Sue Chester
East Midlands PRO
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Kent...
Hello & a great big WELCOME to you all, whether you
be Kent Group members or friends. In fact, anyone who
cares to spend the time to read my humble contribution
to the printed version of our very own Section magazine
& I would just like to take this opportunity to say that
I truly feel privileged to write on behalf of our group.
Enough of that! I am sure that many of you will agree with
me when I say it is immensely uplifting to see so many folk
taking part in the pastime we all enjoy so much -Camping
! In my view, we are all extremely lucky to be able to
participate in something which opens up so many channels
& aspects of life including Socialising & all that is the
Natural World. On that note, I have to say that we were all
pleased to see Marilyn on her visit to us at Quex Park with
the good news that Jon is now showing signs of recovery
from his health problems. I was privileged to speak to him
on Marilyn`s mobile & I tried in my own clumsy way to
encourage him to try harder to do the exercises that the
professionals have advised (although, from Jon`s point of
view – as Bryan would say “It`s easy for you to say! “ But
I did make sure he knew that we are all behind him & that
he will be in our prayers – keep trying Jon ! Another couple
who are also dear to so many of us are Jo & Terry. They
also visited us on site, at Rolvenden I believe. Unfortunately
,Margaret & myself were unable to be at that rally , but all
who were present had a chance to speak with them both
& I am sure you would all be pleased that they were able
to get out & come to visit the Group on site & would wish
them well . In both of these cases I think the saying “You
can`t keep a good man down! “applies. While on that

subject I hope you are all doing your utmost to stay cheerful
at all times. If I see anyone doing otherwise I will feel
obliged to quote from a song made famous by Joe Dolce -“What`s the matter you, don`ta look so sad, life`sa not so
sad, it`sa nicea place, shut up in your face!!!!! “ (apologies
if I upset anyone!) . I know it`s not about camping, but what
about the amazing Emma Raducanu? Her exploits will give
Britain, if not the whole World, a much needed lift in spirits
(no, not the Gin or Vodka , behave yourselves! ) .
Members of the group (& welcome visitors) have enjoyed
much pleasant camping at many venues, old & new. Let`s
not forget that all this has been made possible by our
Sites Secretary Bryan Giles assisted by his wife Kathy.
We should also not forget the stalwart work done by the
site Stewards & last, but not least, the contribution to the
Group & the club of our Group Committee . Without any or
all of these there would be no Group & consequently NO
CAMPING !!, a point worth reflecting on & if anyone feels
they would like to help in any way , such as Stewarding
a rally ( you will be guided by committee members if
necessary ) or even standing for a place on the Group
Committee , please don`t hesitate , speak to Kathy, Mable ,
or any of the Committee , who will be only be too pleased
to steer you in the right direction .
Rallies held over the period include:- Bridge Farm
,Appledore , Sollies Farm Riple – Ice Cream Sundae Party !
Rye Rugby club, Fishing weekend at Sandwich Lakes. The
Group, along with Surrey & South London group & Southern
Area also successfully hosted Temporary Holiday Meets at
Quex Park Birchington, Henley – on –Thames & Rye in East
Sussex .

Future Meets:
1st.- 03rd. Oct. The Oasis Academy, Marine Parade,
Sheerness, Isle of Sheppey. £ 8.00 p.u.p.n.
07th. – 10th. Oct. Bonfire Meet, Hole Park, Rolvenden , TN17
4JB . £ 8.00 p.u.p.n.
15th. – 17th. Oct. Dane Court Grammar School, Broadstairs
Rd., Broadstairs. CT10 2RT. £9.00 p.u.p.n.
29th. -31st Oct. Crowborough Club Site, Booked
Meet - contact Paul on 01293 423203, - Recreation rd.,
Crowborough. TN26 2TB. Hard Standing & Electric.
£12.00 p.u.pn.
12th. – 14th. Nov – Greatstone Primary School. Balwins rd.,
Greatstone , TN28 8SY . £ 8.00 p.u.p.n.

Bob
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Midland...
Hello everyone and welcome!
We are so pleased with the support we have had over the
summer. Watching the boats at Shardlow Marina, scorching
hot Peak Rail, our THS at Stow on the Wold and our meet
at Hereford were all extremely well attended. We were all
cautious at each event respecting current Govt. guidelines in
force at the time.
We were delighted that Keith Jackson the Vice President of
The Camping and Caravanning Club was able to join us at
Peak Rail and here is the report that he kindly wrote after the
event: Peak Railway 16-18 July
What a fantastic weekend for my first visit to Midland MCS.
With the sites officer having booked the perfect location
for the hottest weekend of the year. Tree, trees, and more
trees. Exactly what everyone wanted with each unit suitably
pitched with its own shade spot.
On arrival a friendly greeting by stewards Edith and Lynne
then shown onto a pitch by Colin, introduced to the site, the
trains and encouraged to enjoy the weekend.
And so to the trains.
A gentle walk up to the platform to look at the train standing
in the platform and enjoy a coffee. Peak Rail volunteers were
working hard to keep the attraction in tip-top condition and
of course paying special attention to keeping everyone
Covid safe. Information around the station was helpful,
interesting, and well presented.
A journey into past times. Picture of the engine being
steamed up, volunteer staff getting everything sorted and
then watching it all move off. Why a diesel engine at the rear
when travelling toward Matlock. Asking a member of the
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voluntary staff the answer was that the steam engine was
not strong enough to stop the train at the other end. True
or false. Owing to the Covid restrictions passengers were
being required to stay on the train or platform at Matlock; no
opportunity as part of the excursion to visit the town.
Several visits to the station during the weekend with always
something to provide interest and good coffee; and, of
course, Rowsley is a good base for exploring the Peak
District including Peak Shopping for those wishing to make
a visit.
A site that deserves a further visit with a note to Midlands
to ‘please order the same weather’. I am confident that the
group will supply.
Keith Jackson Vice President of The Camping and
Caravanning Club.
Stow on the Wold was our first THS and the number of
campers attending just grew and grew! Some staying more

in at the deep end so why not give it a go! Please contact our
site Officer Martin Whitaker if you would like to dip your toe
in during 2022.
Martin’s mobile is 0773 8833604

Future Meets:
Advance booking essential for all events: Date: 28th
October - 31st October: Cranberry Moss Caravan Park,
Kinnerley, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 8DY On the B4396
just off the A5, Price £20 P.U.N including electricity.
Hardstanding pitches, Bus stop just outside the site for
Oswestry and Shrewsbury. Booking: Steward Edith Lang
07951 144343 Halloween theme – dress your van! There
will also be some creepy crawly quizzes
Date: 9th December – 13th December: Christmas
Shopping and meal.
Blackmore Club Site, Hanley Swan, Malvern,
Worcestershire WR8 0EE. Price £13 P.U.N including
electricity. A short walk to Hanley Swan with its pub and
shop. Near Bus Stop. Booking: Stewards Anne & John Hunt
Tel 0750 5767446.
For Christmas meal booking Edith Lang Tel 07951 144343
than a week some a few days others just a day. We were
there 4 weeks and had two groups of stewards who did a
stint of 2 weeks each: a long time but it was worth it and we
are delighted that we received offers from members to help
steward a THS at Stow in 2022!
The formulae is simple: The more stewards we have to help,
the more meets there will be. Initially we need assistant
stewards to support the main steward. No one will be thrown

For further information about the Christmas meal please
check out our website:
www.midlanmcs.co.uk and www.waggonerstalk,co,uk

Andrea & Rob
PRO Midland Area MCS
andreaandbob@gmail.com
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Northern

Hi all campers. Please note, if there are still covid restrictions
the social evenings may have to be cancelled. Luckily at
the moment we are getting on with all our meets and having
good turnouts, may it continue.
If we have any new members reading the magazine for the
first time then you can keep up to date with our meets and
THS’s by one of the following:
Facebook – MCS Northern Area
Website - www.mcs-northernarea.co.uk
You can join our mailing list via our website so you can stay
up to date with the latest information which is sent direct to
your mailbox.
Ripon Racecourse: We had 3 days of lovely weather in a
beautiful setting overlooking the lake. 22 units including 3
young campers each in their own camper vans, which was
good to see among us oldies. Most of the campers enjoyed
a gentle 8 furlong trot around the lake. Carol.
Settle THS: The weather wasn’t too kind to us the first
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couple of days wind and heavy rain came to join us. The
sun then ventured out enabling campers to sit outside their
units in the sunshine and others going out on their rambling
expeditions. On one of the nicest days most of the Northern
Area members celebrated the Golden wedding anniversary
of Colin and Shirley Jenkins who provided us with drinks
and nibbles as we socially distanced ourselves around their
motorhome. Some campers ventured onto the Settle to
Carlisle train for the full day out. Steve & Sue.
Whitby THS: This was well attended as usual and we
were blessed with good weather most of the time. Whitby
centre was rather busy so a few of the campers headed
for the quieter areas around town and on the buses to the
surrounding areas. Carol R.
Cherry tree Park Nawton: Quite a decent turn out for this
meet with 24 units attending. Weather cool and windy at
times but managed to sit out or in the awning, some campers
managed trips into Helmsley and Pickering. Thanks to

David and Denise for stewarding. Steve & Sue
Malton and Norton RUFC: A few campers carried on here
from Nawton where again it was a good turnout. 30 units
were greeted by stewards Peter, Janet and David. The
weather again was changeable with some sunshine but with
a cool breeze. Steve & Sue.
Mount Terrace, Pickering: As usual a good time was had at
Pickering despite the fire at Billsdale TV mast giving us poor
or no television reception. The site is behind the railway
station and steam trains are passing the site all day. Regular
visitors will know what I mean when I say lots of us enjoyed a
visit to ‘’Colins Bazaar’’. Thanks to Peter, Janet and David for
making us all so welcome. Peter & Margaret.
Beadnell THS: The THS got off to a great start with a full
site over the bank holiday weekend. Since then there was
a steady flow of units leaving and arriving. Many campers
took to visit the local sights and sample the local Fish
and Chips. The weather had been an improvement on
the dreadful conditions of last year, still waiting for wall to
wall sunshine, maybe next year ! Alex & Justine, Darrell &
Debbie.

and eateries where the Christmas lights will be glittering.
Socials Friday and Saturday nights.
28th December – 2nd January
New Year at Ripon Racecourse. HG4 1UG. Hard standing.
You can walk into Ripon from the site via the Canal or take a
taxi if you don’t feel like walking. There are plenty of shops to
browse around and a supermarket for your essentials, along
with a few pubs to have a bite to eat and quench your thirst.
The room is open all day every day for you to catch up
with friends old and new tea and coffee supplied. This is a
booked meet. Contact booking officer on the number in out
and about.
Keep safe and well and we will see you all in the near future.

Steve

Future Meets:
12th – 14th November
Eden Camp YO17 6RT. Hard standing. Ex WW2 POW camp
where the old Nissan huts are still intact and depict different
periods throughout the conflict. 1940 night on the Saturday
with dress and food accordingly. Camping within the
museum grounds and access to all the exhibits throughout
the weekend.
26th – 28th November
Thirsk Auction Mart YO7 3AB. Hard standing. Walk into the
old market town, local taxi if you don’t feel like walking.
A few pubs and good food outlets, usually a market on
Saturday. Visit the James Herriot (Alf Wight the vetinary
surgeon) Museum from the books ‘All Creatures Great and
Small’, you may even bump into ‘The Yorkshire Vet’ Peter
Wright on your stroll around. Socials on Friday and Saturday
nights.
3rd – 5th December
Hawes Auction Mart DL8 3NP. Hard standing. Set in
Wensleydale, home of the famous cheese. Have a walk
to the creamery and taste the samples, there is also a
restaurant there, booking is advisable though. The town is
a short walk from the site and has an array of pubs, shops
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North West...
North West
Hi all!
Time seems to have flown by since I wrote my first
article back in June!
Even though the weather has been very variable
throughout the summer, our Southport THS back in July
was a great success, with over 130 units in attendance.
You can read more about it below.
We have also got some great meets planned for later in
the year, which you can read about on the next page.

We have been working on our
meets and THS programme for
next year and we are looking forward to welcoming
you to some great locations, old and new.
As soon as they have been finalised, we will be
publishing them on the website, our Facebook page
and of course in ‘Out and About’.
We always welcome any suggestions for both meet
and THS locations - please do get in touch!

SOUTHPORT THS
1st-11th July 2021 - 10 nights
Stewards Sue & Mike and Linda & Ian welcomed more than 300
members from far and wide to our popular July THS at Victoria Park
in Southport. It was actually planned to take place over 25 days, but
unfortunately it was curtailed due to Covid related issues.
The weather was a very mixed bag, from glorious sunshine to
‘monsoon’ conditions! On the whole though it was perfectly
acceptable for a typical British summer. The ratio of motorhomes to
caravans was 2:1 (and also 1 tent), although it’s not a contest...!
We will be booking again for next year, (hopefully without any Covid
restrictions), so watch this space!

Thank you to our Stewards and to all those who attended!
We hope to see you all again next year.

JOIN IN WITH US!
Many thanks to all of our
Stewards throughout the year,
who have given their time to
make our meets a success. It is
much appreciated by all.
Without them, our meets and
THS programme could not
go ahead.
Pictured here are Brenda &
Bernie, our Stewards at our recent
THS at Cemaes Bay in Anglesey.
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In order to increase our meets
programme, we welcome
suggestions for new meet
venues throughout our region.
We also need volunteer
members who are willing and
able to help steward our future
events and THS’s. Full training
and guidance will be provided.
For more information contact
Mike on: 07933 298237
or email: mcs.nwest@gmail.com

North
West
FUTURE MEETS
Warton Cricket Club Halloween Meet: 29th-31st October
Borwick Lane, Warton, Carnforth LA5 9QJ

Whitley Village Hall Meet: 26th-28th November
Village Lane, Higher Whitley, Warrington WA4 4EJ

£8.50 pupn
Meet starts at 13:00 and finishes at 14:00

£11.00 pupn
Meet starts at 13:00 and finishes at 12:30

This is a joint Halloween Party meet with Lakeland
DA. Fancy dress is optional, but there will be prizes!
There will be a Jacobs Join on the Saturday night
(bring your own drinks), plus games including
bingo and roll the pound for the bottle.

‘Lancashire Day’ weekend, with
entertainment by the wonderful
Rob Mason.
Rob provides a great evening of live
‘Northern’ humour and songs, all with
a ‘do you remember when’ theme.
Audience participation may be
required! Refreshments also included.

BOOKED MEET: Please contact our
stewards Mike and Sue: 07544 827106.

2022 AGM
23rd - 25th April 2022

BOOKED MEET - 26 vans only.
Please contact our stewards Andrew
and Karen: 07802 787200.

Whittingham & Goosnargh Sports & Social Club
Whittingham, Preston PR3 2JE
Our AGM will coincide with St Georges Day,
on 23rd April. Further information to follow.

KEEP UP TO DATE

SEE YOU SOON!

You can contact us and keep
up-to-date with our meets
and THS’s by using any of the
methods below:

We are looking forward to welcoming you to our future meets!

Email: msc.nwest@gmail.co.uk

We’ve been lucky enough to have spent a lot of time out and
about in our ‘van over summer, enjoying many adventures. It’s
lovely to see our son embracing the outdoors and making new
friends at the different meets and THS’s we have been to (indeed
we’ve been making lots of new friends ourselves!)

Facebook: C.C.C. N.W. M.C.S.

We love all the different views we get to see through our ‘van
windows and we can’t wait to see more. You simply can’t beat a
home away from home with ever changing views!

On-site phone: 07544 827106

Stay safe and take care!

Website: www.northwestmcs.co.uk

Bookings: Sue: 07989 908322
We look forward to hearing from you!

Karen Robinson
North West PRO
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Northern Ireland...
Hello I hope everyone
had a great summers
camping. In Northern
Ireland things started
off badly as from
Friday 25th to Sunday
27th June we should
have been at Sperrin
Integrated college
in Magherafelt but
unfortunately they
cancelled about
a week and a half
before we were due
to go which didn’t
leave enough time to
arrange alternative site.
Well after that things only got better From Friday 16th
until Monday 19th we went to Shimna Integrated College
in Newcastle Co Down a beautiful town under the Mourn
Mountains It was a beautiful weekend gorgeous weather
with a fantastic turnout of 32 vans.
The Committee laid on a lovely tea for everyone on the
Sunday which was very much appreciated.

Outgoing Lady President Maureen Reid was presented with
a Bouquet of flowers in appreciation for all her work over the
years of service to the club.
One of the area Founder members Max Reed and Rosaline
Dunne were presented with their Certificate of Merit. This
was a surprise to them and very much appreciated.

Our latest trip was to Thornfield School in Whiteabbey from
27th until 29th August once again great weather with 21 vans
arriving and good times were enjoyed by all who attended.
It also fell on our Chairman’s Birthday so there was plenty of
cake to be enjoyed.

Future Meets:
Friday 17th until Sunday 19th September Priory Integrated
College My Lady’s Mile, CANCELLED
Friday 1st to Sunday 3rd October, Cookstown High School
Cookstown, BT80 8PQ
Friday 29th to Sunday 31st October Omagh Showgrounds
Gillygooly Road, Omagh
Friday 12th to Sunday 14th November Lisburn Central
Primary School, 52-56 Hillsborough Road, Lisburn BT28 1JJ
Friday 26th to Sunday 28th November Whitehead Primary
School, 3 Islandmagee Road Whitehead BT38 9NE
Happy camping everyone and stay safe
Our next trip out was from Friday 30th July until Monday 2nd
August at Cross and Passion college in Ballycastle on the
North Antrim coast once again the weather gods were on
our side with another great weekend and turnout of 29 vans
in all shapes and sizes we even had facilities and a hall at
our disposal where we were able to socialise in the evenings
and even have a game of bingo. On the Sunday we had a
wine and cheese party where awards were presented.
Sylvia McBride became the new Lady President.

16 | Waggoner’s Talk

Archie Davidson

Scotland...

There are reports from 3 rallies / THS this month.
The 1st is for Crail 16th July – 2nd August .
Yet another successful THS at Crail. The weather was
exceptional, warm and sunny except for the last few days.
Whilst numbers were down compared to 2019 there werea
number of issues at play.
The local Arts Festivals at Crail, Anstruther and Pittenweem
were for the most part cancelled, and of course Covid had
an effect. Previously bookings were unnecessary, our fellow
campers just turned up and stayed as long as they wished.
Walking part of the Fife Coastal Path was a popular activity,
although normal access required a machete to get down the
path from the site. An alterative route was however found.
Anstruther’s famous fish & chip bar must have found their
takings up a bit with our campers taking the frequent bus
service ( The bus drivers must have trained at the Lewis
Hamilton school of driving !! ) or walking the Coastal Path to
it.
Trips to Crail / St Andrews or Anstruther, Pittenween, Elie
and Leven were enjoyed as a day out.
Next was 13th – 23rd August Maritime Museum , Irvine.
A total number of 27 units attended throughout the 10 days
with 3 cancellations.
The weather was kind with only one day that rain presented
itself with the rest of the period overcast with sunny intervals.

Everyone was pleased with the hardstanding and the close
proximity to the town with the majority appreciating the
security of the area being locked at night with a combination
lock on the pedestrian entry gate.
Several members stated that the views of the harbour and
river were lovely and hoping they would be back next year.
Next we move on to 31st August -- 6th September at
KELSO.
This THS has proved to be the most successful that the
section has hosted for a good while. The numbers attending
were the highest for a number of years.
Was it the good weather, or the Continental atmosphere that
now inhabits the streets of Kelso with the street cafes, outside
eating areas at the pubs, bars, hotels and Delis.
There was also the Kelso Folk Festival taking place for the
first time in 2 years to add to the atmosphere.
There is a lot to look forward to for next years return.
Next THS takes place at Bridge of Allan . A full report on it
will be in the next magazine.

Charlie SAMCS PRO
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Southern...
We are really into camping at last and doesn’t it feel
good, even Blue breathes a sigh of relief. Our first
meet was a Southern area meet at Ardingly where we
hopefully are going to hold the MCS National Rally next
year. It is a perfect site for a rally with plenty of level
grass spaces and the amenities look very good. While
we were there they held a Boot Fair on the Sunday
morning in one of the adjacent fields, quite a few of our
members went to buy the bargains.
Our next meet was with the Kent Group at Rye which is
a very popular venue. Most members made use of the
good weather to walk into Rye where they could either
have a coffee or a meal, fish and chips were proving
most popular. On Saturday we held a table fair which
was in aid of Demelza House. There were bargains
to be had and it proved very successful, so this will
definitely be repeated sometime.
The next weekend was a trip to one of our favourite
venues, Sandwich Lakes. The sun decided to come
out most of the time and members either took the bus
to Sandwich and then on to Deal or they just went for a
walk round the lakes. It is very popular with the fishing
community and one or two of our members had a
good day fishing. There is a restaurant on site which
caters for the fishermen, even taking their breakfast
to their swims, however it also caters for all campers
on site. After a light lunch we settled down for a good
chat which is something that has been missing from our
camping days.
Our next meet was to Overshore which is situated
on the River Medway outside Sittingbourne and the
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weather here was very good. It was the weekend of the
“Open” so the traffic was plentiful. Going home after
the weekend for me was quite a challenge as I am a
motorway traveller, still I got there in the end.
Next up Sissinghurst which is a quaint village with the
one pub and the cricket ground which is where we
camp. The Sissinghurst team was playing at home
but unfortunately they lost rather heavily, better luck
next time. We were able to purchase soft fruit such as
raspberries and wonderful cherries as we are in the
Garden of England!!!
Next up was Kent Group THS at Quex Park which
proved to be very popular and we had members
from all over the country. The weather, although not
scorching hot was just right for cycling, walking and
just exploring the area. Broadstairs Folk Festival was
one of the attractions that was held during the time. The
seaside towns were extremely popular and some of
our guests even ventured into the sea. Another popular
event was the talk and tour given by a relative of Powell
Cotton. She took them to Waterloo Tower which is a
mausoleum dedicated to the Powell Cotton family and
around the estate going through where the carriages
are housed, all members who went on the tour were
really impressed by her knowledge.

Mabel

PRO Report – Summer 2021
Hi All
I trust that you are well, and have been able to get Out & About
and enjoy with your local Area / Group and of course visiting other
meets that are hosted all over the country. The weather has been a
bit up and down, but we have just returned from the Southern Area
Holiday Meet at Rye Rugby Club which was well supported by
members from all over the country, and it was really good to see
friends that we have not seen for many years, and also make new
friends. The pic is of 2 new members who joined the Section at
Rye and then on the last day completed a 9mile ‘Rye Ancient Run”
well done to Jonathan & his partner and of course their dog.
Before Rye, we went to Manor Park Farm at Ludham to help
steward the MCS Holiday meet there, but we were met with
disaster on the way, just 28 miles from the site, and the bolts
holding our Motorhome Engine sheared off and we were stranded
on a roundabout. However, we managed to get a low loader to
take us to Ludham, and then eventually home to our local Garage
mechanic Tom who put it back together for us, and got us back on
the road again.
We are now looking forward to attending a couple of local meets
with Kent Group, before we head off to Cornwall to join Devon &
Cornwall who are hosting our next Section Council Meeting.
Wishing you all the best for Autumn Camping.

Kathy - MCS Pro
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The Motor Caravan Section - 60th National Meet
1st - 5th June 2022
at
The South of England Event Centre, Ardingly, W Sussex RH17 6TL
Hosted by Southern Area of the Motor Caravan Section
*******************************
Hi All as we I have said before these are dates for your 2022 diary, as we are not only celebrating
the 60th Anniversary of the Section but also Her Majesty the Queens Platinum Jubilee.
So it is Party Time for the Section
The meet will open on Wednesday 1st June, and there
will be get together in the evening.
On Thursday 2nd June we are celebrating the
Platinum Jubilee with a Street Party in the afternoon,
and then in the evening we have “ The Candy Girls” to
entertain you, so if you wish you can come Forties
style and join in the fun!!

On Friday 3rd June we will be celebrating the 60th Anniversary of the Section with a BBQ early
evening followed by entertainment by Back
Track - Drawing on a vast musical repertoire
spanning the decades from the rock n roll of the
50's, all the hits of the 60's and through the
decades to the present day. BackTrack adapt
their music to suit the event and venue.
Guaranteed dance ßoor Þllers creating a party
atmosphere.

On Saturday the 4th June, we have 2 coach trips arranged one to take you the Brighton, so you
can spend a day by the Sunny Sussex seaside, and the 2nd will take you to the Bluebell Railway,
Sheﬃeld Park, further details of these will be in the Winter magazine.

In the evening we have entertainment from Charlie Davis & friends a
“CockneyTribute Trio”
So come and join in the evening entertainment and sing a long to
some of the traditional Cockney songs.

The Southern Area look forward to seeing you there, so come and
join us for an entertaining weekend.
*********

The Magazine of the Motor Caravan Section of the Camping &
Issue192 - Spring 2021
Caravanning Club
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This Camping
Lark
A
I was asked a while ago “why did I like camping” and would
I write a piece for WT so here goes. It seems that camping
and the love of the countryside is in my blood, as around
10 years before I was born, my maternal Grand Parents
were headmaster and geography mistress at a polytechnic
college and during the summer break would take the boys
on a camping holiday to the South Downs. My father was
included in the trips as he was in the Seniors then and my
mother being a bit of a tom-boy also went. Later when I was
about ten we moved from a three bedroom town house into
a two bedroom bungalow in the country. As I was then too
old to sleep in the same room as my sister, an army bell tent
arrived from those old camping days no doubt. That was my
bedroom and I loved it in the garden for a couple of years
until Mr Hitler started to kick up a rumpus. I was moved into
the second bedroom and my sister moved into my parents
room. Then followed, for me six wonderful years tramping
around the country lanes, playing in the fieldsand loving the
wildlife.
In the mid 50’s, being married and with a very young
daughter, one of my workmates lent us his caravan for 10
days. It was sited in Shoreham by Sea great fun and the
forerunner of things to come. Then in the 60’s we used to
borrow another friends tent for the odd weekend. In the
early 70’s once or twice we hired sited vans in the West
Country, one being near to Oakhampton. On a day out we
went to our first banger racing show where we saw all the
action in all itʼ s dusty glory. I indulged in some photography,
my other lifelong hobby. This is still going strong due to all
our wonderful countryside that campin has enabled us to
see. After these holidays we would go out more with car
or minibus with the borrowed tent until one day my wife
said we should join a club. We found an advertisement in a
magazine for the ACC and we joined. We bought a tent from
a MFI sale and converted a boat trailer which all had to be
done before the first rally! I also had to make and fit a tow
bar. This was completed by the Thursday and on the Friday
morning we load the trailer with gear and people, including
a baby foster child and set off to Brands Hatch Leisure Show.
We were met by a very charming gentleman, Derrick Uphill
founder ofthe Club and co-founder of MMM John Hunt.
We were duly booked in and all set to enjoy the weekend.
Whoops next thing was to erect the tent! Ah no pegs or
camping light! Not a problem as within minutes one lady
was holding the baby and other people were gathering
pegs together for our use and even a camping light was
produced.
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Saved. We never forgot those acts of kindness from
complete strangers. In the ensuing years we found that that
was quite normal and as has
been said on many occasions ‘You are never alone in a
Club’ There is always someone to help or be willing to help
you if needed. Our next rally was to be a Holiday Rally at
Locking Weston-super-mare. It was decided to upgrade
from canvas to a caravan. We found a second hand one near
Chichester, not all that far, and towed it back home (1st time
towing - very strange!). Will we ever learn. Two weeks to go
to the holiday and no table and no draw curtains. So off to
Johns Camping in Brighton for a table leg and fittings to fix
to the wall of the caravan. Then DIY for plywood etc for the
table also fittings etc for curtains. Well finished just in time
again and off we go very early in the morning. We drove
through Hampshire and Dorset in torrential rain and arrive
just outside Locking as dawn was breaking. Looking through
therear-view mirror I saw smoke coming from the offside
van wheel. We made it to a garage and had to wait until they
opened to obtain a cold chisel so that the override brake
could be freed on the drawbar, great fun.
Then started regular weekend rallies. I said I could not sit in
the middle of a field all weekend doing nothing, silly to me,
so I took pieces of wood and chisels to do woodcarving.
Well at least everyone came over to see what Iwas doing
and have a chat. Now there are little piles of wood chippings
all over the place!
Since then it has been tents, motor vans, caravans, more
motor vans. I have been all over the country plus working
on the motor home shows, setting out and marshalling for
about 8 years, during which time I have been carving, taking
photographs and I joined the CC&C.
It has all been good and even better since joining the Motor
Caravan Section with all that goes on. The field sites and
schools with halls so there can be dinners and parties plus
all the many friends collected along the way. Now I do even
more walking and have even taken up carving again, now in
quiet spare time - ha ha. I can sit
beside Carol while she is doing some of her wonderful card
making and do my little bit of whittling. What a wonderful life,
you cannot beat it Happing camping to you all

Fred / Freddie Henderson

Notes

A
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